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although in truth he was not nearly so ill as he looked,
this apparition explains to me the imperative neces-
sity which his friends found in the summer of that
year to get him away from London, away from
England, and if so, whither, if not to his beloved
France ?

It was projected that, so soon as he was well
enough to move, he should go over to Boulogne
where a Welsh friend, Mr. Powell of Nant-E6s, was
to receive him. But this was not found immediately
possible ; the poet's journey was delayed, partly by
his own continued weakness, then by an illness of
his mother, so that it was not until September that
he joined Powell at Etretat. Of this, his preliminary
stay there, little record seems to remain. It was
already late for bathing, and the weather turned
bad. The party soon broke up. But Swinburne
stayed long enough to form a great liking for the
village, which was anything but the fashionable
watering-place which it has since grown to be. It
was a cluster of little old houses, with whitewashed
walls and turfed roofs, inhabited by a sturdy race of
Norman fishermen. Etretat had been " discovered "
about ten years before this time by certain artists,
particularly by Isabey and by the younger Clarkson
Stanfield, all of whom kept their " discovery " very
quiet. But Alphonse Karr, in his novels, had been
unable to preserve a like reticence, and Paris had
now waked up to the picturesque capacities of
Etretat. Villas were beginning to be built along the
edge of the two chalk cliffs and down the Grand VaJ.